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Kenneth Allen Git "36th Mayor of Newark, New Jersey’s largest city, He was first elected to the position 
1970, and 74 and 1978, He is the first Mayor to serve more than two terms under Newark's 
esent format t 


A 
Mayor Gibson has become a major national spo! for urban America, and has made numerous appearances 
In Washington, Trenton and elsewhore to press for attention and assistance for the nation’s cities, In 
1976-77 he served a one-year term as president of the ‘of Mayors, and for several years he has 
wpresented America’s bigcity mayors at many incor 


Gibson has appeared betore the Joint Econo amit the U, S Congress: the Labor and Education, Ways 
Se Mega Sutcay Commins of te WOE OE on Wt Cameo of Ur, 


diverse gatige@ad state organizations 


Seven be biped to retain ie. cnaned mga of Nar ad gyre naatati mae frit 

“ator tng we BMTTSTED TORS BS ty of Newark s goviymcnt. He Nasreceived national 
acto Gis ko Scion ge SLA Poe LaGuardidAward of the New Seo! for 
Social Research in New York City. Hy was selacted by Time Magazine as one of A 
trun. and the international edition of Time as one of the world's top 60 young tea imed by 
“The Times of Londoo a# an example of the type of international political leadership 


the future. ye 


Ha has initiated innovative programs in housing, public works, health and welfare by mobilizing state andl federal 
avenues to chart @ new course for Newark, wbileiineremsing the ufficiency and capabilities of municipal 
departments and agencies, 


philosophy and Somes Jed Gibson to adopt the motto: "Wherever America's cities are going, Newark will 
there first 


In the 1980s, before he became Mayor of Newark, GibKOR Was increasingly involved in community services. He 


was the co-chairman of the Business and Industral Coordinating Council, a group formed to increase employment 
opportunities for Blacks and Puerto Rican IA/NSG@NeWas named "Man of the Year” by the Newark Jaycoes. He 
also served as woe presidunt of the United Community Corporation, Newark’s antipoverty agency 


Gibson first ran for Mayor in 1966, and four years later he triumphed over six other candidates, including the 
incumbentSifee,then his efforts to rebuild the city, both physically and psychologically, have Leen rewarded 
with Brewing maFgins of victory. He received 64 yer cent of the vate in 1974, and more thar 68 per cunt in 1978. 
While NeWirk’s elections are nonpartisan, the Mayor is a active Democrat and mil high degree of 
Involvement at the county, state and national levels of the party. te 


Gibson was a saxophonist in his younger days, and his principal hobby in recent years has been jogging. He has 
competed in long distance runs in Newark, New York and other cities, and was the first mayor finish the 
26 mile Boston Marathon, 


was born in the small awn of Enterprise, Alabams, on May 16, 1992. He moved with nis parents and youn 
er To Newark in 1940. He attonded Newark public schoo's and was graduated from Central High School. He 
gad in the Army andditer earned a bachelor’s degree in Gvil engineering from N. J. Institute of Technology, 
1 known as Newark Collage of Engineering He also has honorary degrees from severa) colleges. 


A licensed professional engineer, Gibson worked in the 1950s snd 1960s forthe Nl State Department of Transpo. 
tation, Newark Redevelopment and Houiing Authority, and Newark Bureau of Buildings. Gitson and his we, the 
former Muriel Cook, live in Newark’s Central Ward. Th) three adult daughters and three grandchildren. 
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